
	  

	  

April 14, 2015 
Amateur Hour 

At our home, we watch a lot of history and archeology programs.  Old civilizations 
are dug up, pondered by the better educated guessers in the group and consensus 
is reached as to how this or that civilization, city, or village was destroyed.   

Theories range from drastic climate change (look out folks, we’re in the lane for that 
one ourselves), to wars, to cataclysms such as volcanoes, earthquakes, floods… 

They were once either the greatest power in the region or on the globe, and then, we 
dig up their remains and try to figure out where they went wrong and how it all 
collapsed.  

I feel it is high time for those history and archeology scholars to add a new ingredient 
to ponder when it comes to the downfall of great civilizations: Corruption. 

Corruption brings us the abusive, the incompetent, the willfully ignorant and the 
divisive.  The more they can get us to fight amongst ourselves, the less we see the 
damage they are doing with failed policies, corrupt practices, cronyism and worse.  

The more I see of how high political offices are appointed, not to the most qualified 
by virtue of service or education in the field, but rather by political connection or as 
reward for political services in fund-raising or party support; the more I see our once 
greater Nation descending into that spiral that precedes every major decline, every 
ruined society, every failed State.  

When you find that the person who has absolute say over any agency, the person at 
the very top, is in fact the least qualified person in the entire agency, you know your 
country is in trouble.  And when you measure across all the agencies, all the top 
posts, you find a majority are being run by the least qualified, the least able, you 
begin to fear for all that is left of what we once were, is being parceled off through 
corruption, in ways that make no sense, except for the benefit of the most corrupt.  

The Ship of State, essentially, brings on more rats than yeomen. And those rats 
bring on more of their pals, and it becomes impossible for the yeomen, who know 
their work, to do anything without tripping over and being bitten by the rats that are 
only there for themselves and their pals.  

When the weak, the incompetent and the corrupt outnumber the qualified and those 
with integrity, we find ourselves with a sinking feeling.  We may try to ignore it, as we 
take on water, and half-assed attempts at bailing are met with ridicule, threats and 
harassment.  

We keep our heads down and we keep on bailing, trying to save this sinking ship. 
We find it hard to believe that those on board would not be with us in trying to save 
this sinking ship.  When we finally have to face that fact we are left with a decision: 
Do we give up, jump ship and swim for shore to try and save ourselves? Or do we 
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mutiny, and sound the alarm for all to hear, and point to where the real danger is, 
and point out why the problems we are trying to solve seem only to be getting worse, 
while the rat-faced political appointees assure us that all is well and getting better?  

The problem becomes: What happens if we point out the corruption, the abuse, the 
incompetence and the willful ignorance, and nothing is done? What if no one wants 
to fix this?  What becomes of us as a society, a community, a state and a nation?  

We have no choice. We are pumping out the bilge as best we can, because there 
are children on this ship, and we go nowhere as a nation if we cannot make them 
safe in this one small place, on this one small ship: Spirit Lake Nation Reservation.  

If we can’t protect them there, we cannot protect them anywhere. If they are 
doomed, children throughout this nation are doomed. If it can’t be done here, it won’t 
be done anywhere bigger, more complex, in cities and towns where you live.  That’s 
a fact.  

The sooner we all wake up and face that fact, the sooner we can throw out the bilge 
and get more qualified crew onboard to right this ship and take us all to safer waters.  

The Summoning 

There are ways to invite or request someone be present at a conference or meeting 
you intend to have.  You consult with them, advise them of your schedule with as 
much advance notice as possible so that they too, can plan to attend.  This is 
especially important if the person or persons you are planning to meet with, are key 
to the issue you plan on discussing or ‘researching’.  

Last week, Betty Jo Krenz received an email that is unbelievable in that it was 
coming from a Federal Agency, The ACF which has Billions of Tax Dollars in their 
annual budget, and one of the least courteous, most unprofessional requests for her 
to attend a meeting a mere two days later.   

It was more of a summoning, than a request. She was just expected, on extremely 
short notice, to appear in front of this traveling circus assembled by Marrianne 
McMullen, consisting of McMullen, Ms. Kennerson, Lillian Sparks and JooYeun 
Chang (“Call me Joo”). 

This email that was sent, not even a formal letter, mind you (Well, there really wasn’t 
any time because it was such short notice, you see) was written in comic sans font 
and contained misspellings of McMullen’s name and others.  

From: "Gordon, Ronnie (ACF)" <ronnie.gordon@acf.hhs.gov> 
Date: April 7, 2014 at 2:53:03 PM CDT 
To: Betty Jo Krenz 
Subject: Interview on Thursday with Associate Commissioner 
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Hi Betty Jo	  
 	  
You are confirmed to meet with the Associate Commissioner for the 
Administration for Children Youth and Families (ACYF), Lillian Sparks and 
Maryann McMillans from Washington, DC and Marilyn Kennerson from 
Region 8 Child Welfare.  This meeting will begin at 11:15 a.m. at the Lakes 
Region HSC.	  
 	  
If you have any questions you can reply back to this email.	  
 	  
Thanks,	  
 	  
Ronnie Gordon	  
Child Welfare Program Assistant	  
999 18th Street, Suite 499	  
South Terrace	  
Denver, CO 80202	  
(303)844-1148 
(303)844-‐2313	  (fax)	  

One would think that with all that money in an agency, they would hire someone with 
basic secretarial skills and who could properly address a request to appear, and 
spell the name of the agency head properly.  Who knows who’s friend’s daughter 
that is that was given that government job? *shrugs* 

Also, unless Betty Jo and Ms. Gordon (I’m assuming it’s a ‘Ms’, but I could be 
wrong) are personal friends, the proper way to address this would be to use her full 
name.  Right off the bat, flags go up that that office is not professionally run which 
means that the person who hired this “Assistant” is also out to lunch.  

And, speaking of “out to lunch”, notice that it was several hours later when Ms. 
McMullen also dropped a note to Betty Jo Krenz, after lunch, obviously, that she 
would be inviting her.. 

From: "Mcmullen, Marrianne (ACF)" <Marrianne.McMullen@acf.hhs.gov> 
Date: April 7, 2014 at 10:51:00 AM CDT 
To: “’(“Betty Jo Krenz” <> 
Subject: Spirit Lake visit 
 
Hello	  Betty	  Jo	  Krenz,	  
	  	  
I	  just	  wanted	  to	  be	  sure	  to	  let	  you	  know	  that	  I	  will	  be	  coming	  to	  Spirit	  Lake	  this	  week	  
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as	  part	  of	  a	  fact-‐finding	  team	  from	  ACF.	  I’ve	  asked	  the	  person	  managing	  the	  
scheduling	  for	  the	  trip	  to	  please	  try	  to	  get	  you	  on	  our	  agenda	  as	  I	  am	  hoping	  we	  can	  
have	  productive	  conversation	  about	  child	  welfare	  at	  Spirit	  Lake.	  
	  	  
The	  trip	  will	  be	  led	  by	  the	  Children’s	  Bureau,	  but	  I	  will	  be	  accompanying	  them	  to	  
help	  them	  capture	  the	  input	  we	  receive	  and	  convey	  it	  back	  to	  our	  child	  welfare	  
system	  training	  and	  technical	  assistance	  experts	  here.	  We	  are	  hoping	  that	  your	  
experience	  in	  the	  system	  there	  will	  help	  shed	  some	  light	  on	  how	  the	  tribe	  can	  build	  
capacity	  moving	  forward.	  
	  	  
I	  look	  forward	  to	  meeting	  you.	  
	  	  
Marrianne	  McMullen	  
Deputy	  Assistant	  Secretary	  for	  External	  Affairs	  
Administration	  for	  Children	  and	  Families	  
U.S.	  Department	  of	  Health	  and	  Human	  Services	  
901	  D.	  St.,	  SW,	  Washington,	  DC	  20447	  
(202)	  401-‐9215	  
marrianne.mcmullen@acf.hhs.gov	  

www.acf.hhs.gov 

 

Bear in mind, Ms. McMullen had planned this meeting almost a month in advance, 
so giving Mrs. Krenz the least possible amount of time to arrange to attend and to be 
prepared, seems to be what she had in mind with this last minute summoning of ‘oh, 
you should be there’.. kind of request.  

None of this disrespect fazed Betty Jo in the least. Trust me, she’s gotten much 
worse by smarter people than McMullen, and even that doesn’t stop her. You betcha 
she was there… and with bells on.   

Betty Jo also had no intention of being the only part of the team in that room where 
McMullen and her panel could interrogate or misrepresent what she was saying.  
She brought with her, Sister Joanne Streifel (30 yrs as a Licensed Social Worker), 
Molly McDonald (former Tribal Court Judge) and Robin Poor Bear (from the PBS 
Frontline Documentary: “Kind Hearted Woman”)   

….And they all brought their iPhones and recorded the entire meeting.  

McMullen introduced herself as having a background in: “Media & Communications, 
Public Affairs,” and he qualifications in “Child Welfare—as a Foster Mother”.  

No education or formal training in Child Welfare. She was a foster mom. That’s it. 
Why not a “Soccer Mom”?  
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That meant that everyone sitting on Betty Jo Krenz’s side of the table was far more 
qualified than Ms. McMullen, who fired up her computer and said: “I will be the 
official recorder for this meeting.” 

To which Betty Jo and the other ladies chuckled, pulled out their phones, set them 
on “Record” and said: “Us too.” 

I listened to the recording of McMullen typing. She types at approximately 64-68 
wpm.  Given that everyone in that room was speaking at anywhere from 100- 130 
WPM, at best, she would have gotten half. No matter, she typed when she felt like it, 
and not all the way through.  

When I heard her say that her qualifications for being the very head of the agency 
that oversees all, ALL of the Child Welfare in the nation was that she was a Foster 
Mother, I about fell over.  (Man those pumps, Boys! This ship is sinking faster than 
we realized!) 

At one point, McMullen proudly proclaimed that she was “Tom Sullivan’s Boss’s 
Boss”.  Yes, all that power, and no clue as to how to work on an important and 
serious issue as rampant child rape.  The least qualified person in the room, must 
clearly be the least qualified person at the agency and I have to wonder who in the 
world thought it was a great idea to appoint her to such a high responsibility 
position?  

She needs to be fired. Or asked to resign, ASAP. Clearly, she is in that position and 
sees her job as only to stop investigations or, using her ‘Public Affairs, Media & 
Communications background’ to spin reports of child rape into “Nothing to see here. 
Problem solved”.  

Her contempt for Thomas Sullivan, an man eminently more qualified for the job than 
she would be in this or any 10 lifetimes, has shown through in their correspondence 
where she does everything in her power to prevent him from doing his job.  

Given that she sees herself as qualified for the position as the head of the ACF from 
her being a “Foster Mom”, I can only assume that her “Media, Communications & 
Public Affairs” background stems from watching TV, talking on a telephone and lying 
to the press. Just a guess.  

What was stunning in that meeting, an almost 2 hour recording available here 
(volume is a bit off so you do better if you have head phones) is how uninformed 
McMullen, Sparks and Joo seemed to be, on just about every aspect of the issue 
and the communications over the past 22 months to their offices and agencies.  

Did I mention? This is the first time in the 22 months since Thomas Sullivan filed his 
first Mandated Report, that McMullen has bothered to even try to meet with any of 
the people who have the information regarding the abuses of the children on the rez.  

Who Is Accountable? 
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McMullen also, along with Sparks and Joo, each stated, when Betty Jo Krenz asked 
each of them, by name, “Who is ultimately responsible for these kids that I have 
serious, SERIOUS concerns for?” They each said that it was the State and Tribal 
Governments, not Federal.  

Blow me down with a feather! So, why is she holding that meeting? And why during 
that meeting, was she asking Betty Jo for a list of names of the children who are 
being raped and abused, especially since she said her department had no authority 
to act on their behalf or to investigate?  What good would those names be to her? It 
would clearly be a violation of the HIPAA Laws  to give those names out to anyone 
not in authority to act on the reports.  

Clearly, in her position as “Tom Sullivan’s Boss’s Boss” Ms. McMullen remains 
clueless as to what a Federal Trust is and her responsibility to it.  And clearly, by the 
carbon copy Responses from Kennerson & Sparks, they also, are clueless. No 
wonder the ship is sinking! The person the appointed as Captain has no clue what 
ship she is on or how deep into that ship she is! 

Now, it remains to be seen how those who work for the State of North Dakota feel 
about being thrown under that bus! 

Further, it seemed that only Joo was asking pertinent questions and seemed to be 
just that day informed that these complaints, list of names of children in danger, 
those being raped and abused living with level three sex offenders, all that had been 
delivered to the BIA and the FBI and to the DOJ…  

Joo couldn’t seem to wrap her mind around that. We must give Joo some slack here. 
She’s new. She’s only been with the agency for the past 6 months so clearly, all of 
this is brand new to her. No one has, in that time, despite putting her on this 
committee, panel, whatever it is, informed her of all that has gone before in order to 
get her up to speed.  She seemed genuinely stunned.  

I think Joo just got a real look at the ship and sees that the boards are rotting and 
chewed through by rats, but she has no idea how many rats are on board right now. 
We’ll see.  

The responses were non-responses for the most part. McMullen obviously handed 
out the scripts in advance:  

“Late in 2011 BIA did an audit. Level of documentation was poor… we provided 
technical assistance…issues were identified—much work has been done… move 
forward…” 

Hard to see ‘work has been done’ when the problems have only gotten worse, and 
children are still being raped, and the entire time the BIA Strike Team was on the rez 
supposedly taking over Tribal Social Services to fix things, staff worked from 8 AM 
until 10 PM every day, shredding documents…  
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Joo would interject: “We are trying to understand why this system isn’t working…” 
and there would be chuckles around the table.  I guess Joo had no idea that the 
woman she worked for was the one blocking any and all attempts to make those in 
positions of authority and responsibility, accountable.  

She couldn’t seem to get her head around the fact that the BIA has refused to act on 
ALL of the reports of children in danger, especially failing to take reports of rapes 
when the victims are forced to live with or be in contact with their rapists, all of them 
registered sex-offenders.  

I suppose that if she turned around and asked Lillian Sparks, why her agency was 
not doing its job, she would have gotten some song and dance of ‘technical support’.  

Kennerson asked Betty Jo for the names of the children… Again, why? If she had no 
authority and no intention of helping those kids, why ask Betty Jo to violate HIPAA?  
It seemed contradictory to her claim that her department had nothing to do with 
investigations. 

Throughout the meeting, every time the Grand Forks Herald Horror Story was 
brought up, McMullen would dodge the question and change the subject.  Betty Jo 
pointed out that she was called a liar by everyone responsible, including Timothy 
Purdon, when she had brought up concerns about those very children, who 
happened to be on the list for the Mandated Reports.  

Had Ms Sparks or her mentor and Pal, Mr. Washburn of the BIA done their job, 
those children would have been removed from that house of horrors more than 2 
years ago when Betty Jo first reported it to their attention.  

In the beginning, McMullen made it clear that she sees the mission of her agency as 
“Funding” and providing services related to poverty… I guess she never read her 
agency’s Mission Statement? 

When Betty Jo and Molly asked what happened when some agency or recipient 
violated the terms of their AMA grants… 

“AMA has no regulations that you can violate.”  Yeah, you can’t go wrong with that 
one. Take the money, do what you want with it, ask for more, get more, and never 
ever worry that you will be held accountable!  

What could possibly go wrong with that?  

That is key to what is wrong with all these agencies. They have at their helm, men 
and women who see their only mission as dishing out billions of tax dollars, not 
accounting for a penny of it, and holding no one accountable if they take the money 
and hurt children or steal from the program.  
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There is basically a huge pile of our tax dollars and they have shovels.  
Wheelbarrows pull up, they shovel in. Next wheelbarrow pulls up, more gets 
shoveled in. That is how they see their job.  

Who’s Next? 

Now, given that McMullen has taken over 22 months to even begin to look at this 
problem or talk to the key people who would be able to explain it to her (she was 
busy… there were so many wheelbarrows around election time! *mops sweat off 
brow*) You might wonder who else was on her agenda to speak to about this 
important issue.  

Well, the very next group of people she had set up meetings with were, among 
others, Paul Hutchinson and Melissa Brady.  

Paul Hutchinson, the man who worked so hard to force the rape victims of one father 
to be forced to reside with him again, WHILE HE WAS UNDER INVESTIGATION 
FOR HORRIFIC CHILD RAPE, and who viciously retaliated against the foster 
mother who dared to go to court to protect those same children… a man so bad at 
his job that even Spirit Lake, where they are desperate to get anyone to fill that 
Director’s position so they can qualify for more of the wheelbarrow cash, fired him.  

The man who publicly stated on his Face Book page, using his dog’s voice, that he 
wanted “to piss on my face”… that is the man McMullen wants to spend time with. 
Yes, I’m sure that with his history of trying to force children to live with their rapists, 
and her history of shutting down any investigation into the abuses by authorities or 
agencies, they had a lot in common. I’m sure they had a couple of laughs and 
maybe cried on one another’s shoulders.  

If you want to check out Mr. Hutchinson, here’s his Linked In profile. He claims to still 
be working for Spirit Lake Tribal Social Services as their Director even though he 
was canned from that months ago.  

Melissa Brady, who also has no qualifications whatsoever to be the Director of Tribal 
Social Services, especially since she holds another Directorship which she is not 
qualified for, that of “Victims’ Services” would also be a good match for McMullen 
and her little clown show.  

Clearly, the more unqualified a person is, the more comfortable McMullen and her 
team are with them.  Want to bet that she loaded up that wheelbarrow for Brady 
before she left?  

Calling her trip a “Fact Finding” endeavor is ludicrous. If she ever wanted facts, she 
could have had them 22 months ago and she never would have obstructed the man 
who was reporting those facts to her.  
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When I say that the Ship is full of rats, taking on water, with a crew top heavy on the 
incompetent and corrupt side, and McMullen is at the helm, you can see by this 
posting that she’s also steering it as hard as she can, onto the rocks.  

That’s my take on this.  But the video you really have to watch is Chris Berg’s show 
where he discusses the meeting with Betty Jo and Molly.  Really, you have to watch 
that show. Berg realizes that his show was used as a vehicle for Tim Purdon to 
come on, and lie, outright lie, about having investigated those Mandated Reports 
and found most of them to be false… I thought the way Chris Berg was clutching the 
papers in his hands, he wanted to shove them down someone’s throat.  

But he maintained his professional best throughout the interview. It’s on my Top Five 
list. Watch it now.  

Meanwhile, all hands on deck. Wake up and get on deck. We have got to save this s 

hip from the corrupt and the fools that are running it. We have to. There are children 
aboard and they are OUR Future.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

PS: I worked from my notes on the almost 2 hour tape of the meeting. I may have 
gotten some of the names wrong or have to make corrections later. Stay tuned. I’m 
not perfect. I do my best.  


